Mononuclear leucocyte function in patients with lichen planus and cutaneous lupus erythematosus during chemotherapy with clofazimine.
Mitogen-induced transformation and the production of reactive oxidants by mononuclear leucocytes (MNLs) from patients with chronic dermatological disorders were investigated in vitro before and during the administration of the antimycobacterial/immunosuppressive agent clofazimine (200 mg 3 times weekly). Seven patients, 4 with lichen planus and 3 with cutaneous lupus erythematosus, were included in the study. Clofazimine administration did not influence the mitogen-induced proliferative responses of patients' MNLs. However, chemotherapy with this drug stimulated the production of reactive oxidants by MNLs. Since reactive oxidants are immunosuppressive it is possible that these effects may be involved in the pharmacotherapeutic activity of clofazimine.